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2008 Yemin Orde robotics team that was awarded fi rst place in Israel-wide robotics competition 
with Israel President Shimon Peres z”l (Tamir Temesgen Zalaw is second from the right)

Tamir Temesgen Zalaw

A brave journey from Ethiopia to Israel
This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

When Tamir Temesgen Zalaw 
fi rst arrived in Israel from 
Ethiopia at the age of 15, he 

would eat only biscuits prepared from 
a baking mix. “I missed Ethiopian food 
so much, especially the injera (an Ethi-
opian fl atbread), that I didn’t want to 
eat,” Tamir said.

Eventually, Tamir and his family 
adapted to Israeli fare. 
Yet, even after surviv-
ing eight traumatic 
years living in a crowd-
ed refugee compound 
in Gondar, Ethiopia, the 
challenge of speaking 
and understanding He-
brew, attending an Is-
raeli school, and living 
in a temporary housing 
community in modern 
Haifa proved to be far 
more diffi  cult. 

A cousin who ar-
rived in Israel a few years before Tamir 
lived at Yemin Orde Youth Village and 
persuaded him to visit. 

Yemin Orde is a home, school 
and safe haven to 430 at-risk immi-
grant youth from around the world. 

The Village’s supportive community 
of educators and professionals, and its 
successful educational methodology 
called the Village Way, help troubled 
youth overcome past trauma; develop 
self-esteem, strong cultural identity 
and leadership skills; and embrace 
hope for a bright future in Israel.

“As soon as I arrived at the Vil-
lage, it felt like home,” 
Tamir said. “I learned 
so much at Yemin 
Orde. I learned how to 
dream and how to fol-
low my dreams. My 
teachers also taught me 
the meaning of life and 
how to be an indepen-
dent youth.”

Yemin Orde helped 
Tamir develop strong 
Hebrew language skills 
and he made many 
friends at the Village. 

Tamir participated in the Village’s ro-
botics program, a popular extracurricu-
lar activity geared toward encouraging 
interest in computer science and me-
chanical and electric engineering. In 
2009, Tamir’s robotics team won fi rst 

place in an Israel-wide competition, 
which qualifi ed them to compete in the 
international competition’s fi nal round 
in Atlanta, Georgia. 

After high school graduation, 
Tamir served three years in the Israel 
Defense Forces’ elite paratrooper unit. 

After military service, Tamir at-
tended Ono Academic College, near 
Tel Aviv, for his undergraduate degree. 
He is currently studying for a law de-
gree at Ono and will graduate in the 
Spring of 2019. Tamir is interested in 

a legal career, either as a prosecutor or 
as an attorney in the social impact fi eld.

Tamir and Shmuli Bing, Direc-
tor, Yemin Orde Youth Village, are the 
guest speakers at a program at Temple 
Sinai (4631 South Lockwood Ridge 
Rd., Sarasota) on Sunday, March 3 
from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. The program’s 
topic is “From Survival to Leadership: 
Transforming the Lives of Israel’s At-
Risk Youth.” The program is co-spon-
sored by The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee and Temple Sinai.
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Keeping kosher in our community
ing events for other area temples and 
Jewish organizations.
Kosher meals at senior living venues
According to Matthew Solomon, Avi-
va’s communication specialist, “We’re
exclusively kosher, providing a dairy 
kitchen and another for meat, cooking 
with kosher products, and recognizing 
dietary laws for any holiday.”

Upon request, Tidewell Hospice 
does its best to provide kosher meals. 
Other residential homes may also off er 
kosher or kosher-style meals. 
Additional Resources
 The Kosher Consumers Council 

of Sarasota and Manatee Coun-
ties, an advocacy group chaired by 
Marden Paru, off ers community 
and national information and up-
dates about keeping kosher. Coun-
seling is another service. For more 
information, email koshercon@
comcast.net.

 The new Jewish resource guide 
produced by The Jewish Federa-
tion of Sarasota-Manatee, Shalom
SRQ, due out this winter, has use-
ful articles about kosher traditions.
Our search might not be over yet. 

But as demand grows, especially with 
the increased retiree population, our 
area is slowly meeting our kosher 
needs.

Sunday, February 3, 9:30 am until noon—A joint program 
sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and 

the four Dalet congregations. See the film and participate in the 
interactive program that follows.

Breakfast and program: Adults $5, Students free
Location—Temple Beth Sholom
1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota

E-mail your required registration (space is limited) 
including name, e-mail address and phone number by Sunday, 

January 27 to teers@sarasotatemple.org. 
(Payment will be collected at the door)

The border town of Sderot 
deals with Hamas and daily 

bombings. See the story 
while making new friends in 

our Jewish community.
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discover...
      new way to care forA

Comprehensive Dermatology
Skin Cancer Detection
Mohs Skin Cancer Surgery
Cosmetic and Laser Services
Medical Spa Treatments

your skin

8451 Shade Avenue, Suite 205
Sarasota, FL 34243
8451 Shade Avenue, Suite 205

941-417-4104

David S. Sax, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Carlee LaPensee, ARNP
Jesse LeBaron, PA-C

8451 Shade Avenue, Suite 205

upderm.com


